Complex quality traits: now time to model.
A recently published dynamic peach model by Françoise Lescourret and Michel Génard simulates changes in quality during final stages of fruit growth. It predicts quality, emerging from complex processes and influenced by environment and management, remarkably well and describes complex emerging behaviour. The model could prove an excellent tool to integrate novel insight from metabolic profiling and pathways of taste-related compounds, ultimately enabling the analysis of gene networks responsible for fruit maturation processes.